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Spread the Word!

By Tomo Robison

port us. That means we need to

On March 11th, we finished a 3-
week training program called King-
dom Come Training. It helped us
get our perspective right about sup-
portraising, and also put together a
new ministry presentation. We feel
equipped and excited more than
ever before to share our vision and

support goals with people!

The day after we finished our train-
ing, we sat down to set specific goals
for raising support. We need about
122 new individual supporters, and
4 churches in order to reach full
support. Our primary focus is to
meet with individuals and we've
seen that about half of the people

we meet personally decide to sup-

make about 244 appointments be-
tween now and July 2011, our de-
parture goal. And what that means
is we will run out of people to call
for an appointment pretty soon! We
currently have about 150 people on
our U.S. contact list, but that’s not
nearly enough. Our immediate goal
is to get it up to 300 by the end of
May. By the time we leave, we want

to have 700 people on our list.

So here’s how you can help. Think
of ONE person/family who might
be interested in hearing our vision,
fill out the enclosed postcard and

mail it back to us!

If you can think of more than one

person or just can’t find a stamp,

you can just go online to
www.gloryspeaking.com, where you
will find a link for “Spread the
Word!” on the righthand side. Click

it, fill out the information, and hit

“submit”. And you can do this as
many times as you want! If everyone
who gets this letter can think of ONE
person, that would immediately dou-

ble our contact list!

This is a great opportunity for your
friend or family to hear about what
God is doing in a far-away land called
Japan, and even to be a part of it as a
prayer and/or financial partner! We
believe that sending is ministry as
much as going. Without sending,

there won’t be any going either.

Now, spread the word!
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A Twofold Return

By David Robison

February 20th was my Grandma’s funeral. [
stayed up late the night before working on
a slideshow of her life. 80 years in ten min-
utes. It was fascinating sorting through so
many pictures of my Grandma that I'd never
seen before, shuffling through her life from
growing up in Okinawa, suddenly seeing my
grandpa enter the pictures looking younger
than I ever imagined he had been. Soon
enough there were little girls, my aunts and
my mom, all growing up, and my grandma,
getting older year by year. It wasn’t long be-
fore my dad and my uncles strutted into the
pictures and there Grandma was again,
proudly watching her daughters get married.
Then I finally came along, a dumb looking fat
little infant, and things slowly started to look
familiar. Grandma was older now, as old as I
remembered her when I was old enough to
remember anything. The final years raced by,
and then [ was down to my last picture, taken
at my wedding reception in Huntington
Beach 6 months ago. Grandma had wanted to
come back to Japan to watch Tomo and I get
married, but she had gotten sick the night
before I left and had to stay in the hospital for
a few days instead. I had been so excited at the
thought of getting to be in Japan with
Grandma.

She was really the reason I visited Japan for
the first time. The first time [ went to Japan, |
went on a six week missions trip to teach Eng-
lish at a church in Tokyo. I didn’t go for any
of the right reasons. I didn’t go to minister to
other people, or to share my faith, or help the

Grandma with her four daughters

church in Japan. I went because my Grandma
was Japanese, and through her I had always
had a curiosity and a positive impression Japa-
nese culture. | went because hanging out in
Japan with my brother, and visiting the coun-
try that was somehow a part of us, because of
Grandma, sounded like the coolest summer
trip I could think of. There was no way I was
going to miss that.

When I got there, I struggled and I learned. 1
stepped further outside my comfort zone than
I ever had. God used me to share my faith,
and minister to other people. He gave me a
love for the people of Japan, and a heart for
the church there. I met my wife, and changed
my career goals. But none of that was the mo-
tivation for going in the first place. God used
Grandma and the heritage [ inherited from
her to push me into that life changing experi-
ence.

At the memorial service I heard a story I had
heard a number of times before. My
Grandma, when she was young, before World
War II, had been befriended by some Ameri-
can missionaries from Texas. They shared the
gospel with her, and she placed her faith in
Christ. Maybe that had a little to do with my
desire to go back to Japan as a missionary as
well. God took her to the US to live. Her faith
grew, but she never moved back to Japan. She
had kids, and they never moved back to Ja-
pan; but God’s sending my brother and me. I
suppose that’s a good investment. Japan lost
one of its few believers 60 years ago but be-
cause of that, it’s getting two missionaries in
return.
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As contributions are tax-deductible, they are sought with the understanding that SEND International has complete discretion and control over the use of all donated funds.
Each contribution for an approved program will be used as restricted with the understanding that funds received in excess of the amount required will be used where needed most.

Prayer

That we will get 150 new
contacts by the end of
May.

For wisdom and diligence
during the support raising
process.

That we will have 60% of
our support raised by the
end of January 2011.

Praises:

We've set specific weekly
support-raising goals.

We finished Kingdom
Come Training.

God led 9 new people
and 1 church to become
our prayer and financial
partners!

If you are interested in sup-
porting us, please fill out a
promise card and mail it to:

N=\[D)

PO Box 513
Farmington, Ml 48332
www.send.org




